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SUBJECT: BRIEFING MATERIALS ON INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS 
CONTROL 

1 . FOLLOWING IS A COPY OF THE STATEMENT ON AUSTRIA FROM 
THE 977 EDITION OF THE UNCLASSIFIED SUBJECT BOOK 
ISSUED BY S/NM. BEGIN TEXT: 

A. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM: AUSTRIA IS A NATURAL 
TRANSIT POINT FOR ILLICIT DRUGS FROM BOTH THE MIDDLE EAST 
AND FAR EAST. THESE DRUGS ARE DESTINED FOR WESTERN 
EUROPE, CANADA, AND THE UNITED STATES. ALL PORTS OF 
ENTRY ARE SUBJECT. HOWEVER, TO FREQUENT TOURIST AND 
VISITOR TRAVEL PEAKS OF MASSIVE PROPORTIONS, AT WHICH 
TIMES ANY PRACTICABLE LEVEL OF CUSTOMS CONTROL WOULD NOT 
SUFFICE AS A COMPLETE DETERRENT. EVIDENCE INDICATES THAT 
ILLICIT DRUGS ARE NEITHER PRODUCED NOR PROCESSED IN 
AUSTRIA. EVIDENCE IS GROWING, HOWEVER, THAT DRUG ABUSE 
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IS BECOMING A MORE SERIOUS PROBLEM AMONG AUSTRIANS THEM- 
SELVES, SEEMINGLY SPREADING FROM THE FOREIGN VISITORS 
AND INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITIES TO WHICH IT WAS, AT FIRST, 

LARGELY CONFINED. 

B. DRUG CONTROL EFFORTS ON PART OF HOST COUNTRY: AUSTRIA 
WISHES TO HAVE ITS COUNTRY OPEN AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE TO 
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FOREIGN VISITORS. INDEED, ITS ECONOMIC WELL BEING REQUIRES 
A SUBSTANTIAL INFLUX OF TOURISTS AND BUSINESS VISITORS EACH 
YEAR. THE RECENT DEVELOPMENT OF A MORE SERIOUS INTERNAL 
PROBLEM INVOLVING THE USE OF ILLICIT DRUGS, FUNDING 
REQUIREMENTS, AND THE DIFFICULTIES INVOLVED IN OBTAINING 
COOPERATION WITH EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, ARE ADDITIONAL 
COMPLICATING FACTORS IN THE GOVERNMENT'S EFFORT TO COUNTER 
THE TRANSIT PROBLEM. STILL, THE GOVERNMENT IS ADAMANTLY 
OPPOSED TO DRUG ABUSE AND TRAFFICKING, EVEN THOUGH THERE IS 
NO POPULAR DEMAND FOR ACTION. AUSTRIA HAS NOT RATIFIED THE 
SINGLE CONVENTION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS, ITS AMENDING PROTOCOL, 
OR THE CONVENTION OF PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES; HOWEVER, THE 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS AGREED IN EARLY 1977 TO SUBMIT THE 
SINGLE CONVENTION AND ITS AMENDING PROTOCOL TO PARLIAMENT 
FOR RATIFICATION. DRUG OFFENSES ARE NOT COVERED IN ITS 
EXTRADITION TREATY WITH THE UNITED STATES. WHERE POSSIBLE, 
HOWEVER, AUSTRIAN OFFICIALS DO COOPERATE INTERNATIONALLY. 

C. US PROGRAMS: THERE IS A DEA OFFICE IN VIENNA, LOCATED 
IN THE EMBASSY. US ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING HAVE INCREASED 
AUSTRIA'S CAPABILITY TO DEAL WITH ILLEGAL DRUG TRAFFICKERS 
AND USERS. THIS COOPERATION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND 
AUSTRIA IS EXPECTED TO CONTINUE AND TO RESULT IN EVEN MORE 
AWARENESS ON THE PART OF AUSTRIAN OFFICIALS OF THE ENFORCE- 
MENT PROBLEMS INVOLVED. END TEXT 
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2. EMBASSY REQUESTED TO REVIEW THIS TEXT AND REDRAFT, AS 
NECESSARY, AN UPDATED VERSION FOR THE 1978 BRIEFING BOOK. 
SUGGESTED REVISION REQUESTED BY COB AUGUST 10. THE SAME 
FORMAT WILL BE RETAINED. CHRISTOPHER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: NARCOTICS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 08 aug 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE1 99644 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: JJHURLEY:EM 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780324-0442 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780887/aaaacurm.tel 

Line Count: 98 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 08190467-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1802996 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BRIEFING MATERIALS ON INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONTROL 
TAGS: SNAR, AU 
To: VIENNA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/08190467-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



